“The Lottery” – Shirley Jackson

1. How does the author effectively establish a scene of normalcy at the beginning of this story as the townsfolk prepare for the lottery?  Give specific examples from the story.

2. Describe the setting of this story.

3. At what point in the story did you realize that there was something sinister about the lottery?

4. Why do the townsfolk continue with the ritual of the lottery?

5. Find examples of foreshadowing in this story.

6. What is ironic about the lottery?  What type of irony is this?

7. Identify at least two details from the story that add to its disturbing effect on the reader.

8. What does this story reveal about human nature? Do you agree?
