English









Name: 

The “Walk A Paragraph In Someone Else’s Shoes” Assignment.

Instructions: While at a coffee shop, the mall or somewhere downtown you must quietly (and discreetly) observe someone who is having coffee, or who walks by on the street. In essence – be a Ninja, act but do not be seen This cannot be somebody you know in any way. 

Make a few brief notes about your observations:
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-What they are wearing 

-Describe their hair

-Mannerisms 
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-The way they walk

-Their style of dress

-Their facial expressions

-Small details about them (mismatched socks? Scars?)
-What they order (what does this suggest?) 
Goal: (For Draft) Write a minimum of _____________words from the perspective (1st person) of the individual you have observed. (You may write in the third person if you absolutely must.) What is running through your mind? What do you have to deal with each day? What is important to you? What is it like to wear that suit? That face? That physique? To be that age? What would happen if you suddenly switched places and became that person for even one day? If writing from their perspective is too difficult, you may write in third person and speculate about their life – no insults, please. 

Note: The purpose of this assignment is to move you in the direction of empathy not ridicule. A true writer and a decent human being will be able to put themselves in someone else’s shoes. I expect imagery, similes, adverbs, adjectives and strong writing. The reader should be able to perfectly visualize your subject. Strive to create voice in your writing. Take on their persona. 

Observation notes: (Please attach to completed sheet)

“Walk a Paragraph”  Criteria
	Aspect
	Not Yet Within Expectations

(1)
	Meets Expectations (minimal)

(2)
	Fully Meets Expectations

(3)
	Exceeds Expectations

(4)

	Content
	· No new details about the person’s life are given (it is a very simple list or discussion, or the scene itself is described)

· List of events, no description or use of poetic devices. 
	· Some details about the person’s life are provided but they are disconnected

· Descriptions do not make reader feel connected to the person

· Descriptions lose focus, no use of poetic devices
	· Details are clear

· Attempts to truly re-create the person’s life are made

· Some range of activities and values are shown

· Vivid descriptions, may use one poetic device


	· Details about the person’s life are original and thoughtful

· A wide range of details, activities, values, and emotions are shown

· The writer has “become” the person in the photo and re-created their lives for the reader

· Vivid descriptions, use of poetic devices

	Form
	· No introduction of character

· Details have no logical order or connection

· Conclusion is missing

· Incorrect use of dialogue


	· Opening sentence is there but weak

· Details are vague or unconnected

· Weak conclusion

· Incorrect use of dialogue
	· Opening sentence introduces character

· Transitions are there, and details are logically connected

· Concluding sentence

· Dialogue used almost properly
	· Opening sentence provides an engaging “hook”

· Transitions are creative and strong

· Powerful conclusion

· Dialogue used properly

	Conventions
	· Many errors in spelling and sentence structure interfere with meaning

· Point of view is random and switches back and forth
	· Errors in simple words and structures are noticeable but don’t interfere with meaning

· Paragraph is not written in first person
	· One or two errors in some difficult passages but meaning is clear

· Paragraph is mostly written in the first person
	· No errors in spelling, sentence structure, punctuation or grammar

· Paragraph is written in the first person


Score:

Content

X3=

/12 
Form


X2=

/8

     Total:      /24
Conventions
X1=

/4
TEACHER COMMENTS:

Put yourself in someone else’s shoes 








You may even meet “The Most Interesting Man in the World,” completing this assignment








